
A History of Manchester Wheelers’ Club 1883 - 1983 

http://www.wheelers.org/ © 1983 by Jack Fletcher 
 

A HISTORY OF 
 

MANCHESTER WHEELERS’ CLUB 
 

1883-1983 



A History of Manchester Wheelers’ Club 1883 - 1983 

http://www.wheelers.org/ © 1983 by Jack Fletcher 
 

A History of  
 

Manchester Wheelers’ Club 
(Formerly Manchester Athletic Bicycle Club) 

 
 
 
 

compiled by 
 

T.M. Barlow 
(Editor: Manchester Wheelers’ Club Journal, 1915-20, 1922-33) 

 
and 

 
J. Fletcher 

(Editor: Manchester Wheelers’ Club Journal, 1951-52, 1957-58) 
 
 
 
 

and published by Authority, on the occasion of the Centenary Dinner, marking the 
100th Anniversary of the founding of the Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MANCHESTER 
1983 



A History of Manchester Wheelers’ Club 1883 - 1983 

http://www.wheelers.org/ © 1983 by Jack Fletcher 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© 1983 by Jack Fletcher 
 

All Rights Reserved.  No part of this publication may 
be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 

transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, 

without the prior permission of the Copyright owner. 
 

ISBN 0 9507909 4 X 
 

Photo-set, printed and bound in Great Britain by 
Fretwell & Brian Ltd., Healy Works, Goulbourne Street, 

Keighley, West Yorkshire in Times Roman nine on ten-and-a-half point. 



A History of Manchester Wheelers’ Club 1883 - 1983 

http://www.wheelers.org/ © 1983 by Jack Fletcher 
 

CONTENTS 
 

Foreword      7 
Chapter 1  1883-1933      11 
Chapter 2  1934-1940      43 
Chapter 3  The War Years     55 
Chapter 4  A New Beginning – The Harris Era 57 
Chapter 5  The End of an Era    115 
Chapter 6  Sponsorship     167 

Achievements by Members   224 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgements 
 
 
Acknowledgements are made to the numerous Manchester Wheelers: Editors, General 
Secretaries and contributors to the Journal, to Norman Grattage for photographs and 
many items of information, Len Fletcher, Fred Towers and Gordon Buchanan for 
editing etc.  To my wife, Norah, for many, many hours spent collating and extracting 
information, and to Enid Walker for hundreds of hours spent typing from not always 
distinct tape, without the use of which this detailed history would not have been 
practicable. 
My personal thanks to Peter Fretwell of ICS Magazine for assistance in the 
preparation of photographs and format. 

J. Fletcher 



A History of Manchester Wheelers’ Club 1883 - 1983 

http://www.wheelers.org/ © 1983 by Jack Fletcher 
 

FOREWORD 
 
 
It was a particular pleasure for me to be invited to write this foreword to a book 
commemorating one hundred years of one of the top cycling clubs in the British 
Isles, as some of its greatest exploits came within the period I have been involved 
in the sport. 

The “Wheelers” as they are known both locally and nationally, have a record 
virtually un-rivalled over recent years since the. introduction of sponsorship, but 
you have always been a positive club with strong opinions on the rights and 
wrongs within our sport. 

The strength nowadays is clearly evident for members and friends to point out 
with satisfaction, but it is only a continuation of the heady days of success begun 
in the early part of this century, carried through to the achievements at world 
championships in the 1940’s and ‘50’s when, particularly on the track, the club 
reigned supreme. 

British, Empire and Commonwealth Games titles have fallen to the club. Road 
records, including that most gruelling of trials from Lands End to John 
O’Groats, National Championships by the dozen, but for all these magnificent 
attainments time is still found to “blood” young members to the British style of 
club life,- through weekend runs, hostelling and various social aspects are all 
catered for too. The production of a journal covering all aspects of club life is a 
vital life-line for success which others should consider emulating. 

The Manchester Wheelers do not just reap honours, but put much back into 
the sport with numerous promotions, and who could forget the annual “Wheelers 
Meet”, one of the highlights of the track racing seasons of the past when the top 
men of this country did battle with opposition from all over the world. What a 
great pity that in this, your centenary year, dear old Fallowfield is still 
unusable; I have fond memories of those fiercely contested events which were the 
backbone of British success in the world, in the heyday of track racing. 

I close wishing Manchester Wheelers good fortune and happy cycling 
throughout the next 100 years, and congratulate the people who put many long 
hours of research towards the production of this interesting well detailed book. 

 
Eileen Gray O. B. E. 

President of the British Cycling Federation. 
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